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? Proving it the undoubted right of © Chri-£ 


ſtian Liberty under different perſwafions, in 
mMarvers Spiritual, to have equal Protection as to 
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- And left unto their Serious View. 
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do ts jog, do you even ſo to them, for thu is the Law andthe Prophets, 

Mat.13.28,29,30. The ſervants ſad unto him,wilt thou then that we go bs 
aud gather t bem up? but he ſaid nay left while ye gather up theT arer,ye ie 
root-np alſo the Wheat with them, let both grow together inthe fed | 
(the world) antil che Harveſt, which is the end of the world, 

AQ,5.38. efnd now 1 fay unto yon, refrain from theſe men , and !:t 
them alove, for if this Connſel or Work be of man,it will cone to nongbt, ; 
but if it be of God , ye cannot overthrow it , lef baply ye be FR wE 


fight againſt God, - 
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Cour teous Reader, : 
; V lth burthened hearts as once the two Diſciples travellia 
V Y »nto Emaus, ſpoke to Chrift a ſwypoſed franger, ſo hich 
we um thee , Art thon 4 ftranger in our Iſland, axnd baſt net known 
the thingsthat bave come to paſs in theſe daier,while the father bath | 
been divided againſt the ſo , and the ſon againſt the father , three 
egainft two, and 100 4 gainſt three, Even a mans fees they of his owy 
houjhold; ſo great have bren aur Diviſions tikg Reuben, that no ſooner 
light hath been by Gods grace manifeſted to the begetting Children 
of the Free-woman, but preſently they are perſecuted by the Childres 
of the Bond-woman ; and how unpleaſing this ts ro Feſua Chrift, and 
how wxlike bis golden Rule that ſaith, Andall chings whatſoever 
ye would that men ſhould do to you: do ye eyen fo to them, 
for this is the Law ,, and the Prophets. We ſay how wnpleaſing 
this i to him , judge npen thy ſerioms peruſal of this following 
Treatiſegwhich we commend to thy peruſal in thy moft retired come 
fideration , whetithos canſt read with thy thang hts, leaft-cumbred 
with other buſineſs, our- deſign in what webeg may be peraſed, it 
general good , in ſetting at liberty that which God mude free , even 
ihe Conſcience. Thon caxit not bee ignorant of the great Contro- 
verſie that naw. on foot as ro nuiformity in Worſhip, to impoſe by 
violence , where they oannit perſmade , wnder ſeeming pretence of © 
Scripture warrant axd amiquity , the comrary to which « aſſerted 
inthe worlls of trath and ſoberneſs, by Scripture, reaſon, and pra- 

tice of the Primrive times. pe p F P | 14 *_ , 

"i 7 .pielence and opprefſing of conſtlence,ſhonid rin upto that 
GE it terminate ft 2 hood of ſome who are dear, and their 
blood precions in the eyes of the God of all theEarth, therefore bave 
 wecommitted this unto the view of all men as part of the work of owr 
Generation in fingiencſs of heart, andremain lovers andyrajers for 
all men that we might live a peaceable, and a quiet life in all godlineſs 


and honefty, \ Farcyel. 
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S all the holy Scriptures haye been wricten 

afore-cime or our jearning and admonition, 

- vpon Whom the ends of the world are come; 

So that particular Book of the Revelation, is 

of luch excellent worth, That bleſſed is he that 

readeth, and they that hear the words of this 

Prophefie, and keey theſe things that are written therein, forthe gg ,,, 
time is at hand, In which Book, in no leſs chan three ſeye- Chap. 1-2, 
ral Texts it is teſtified, tha! che Nations of the world , and 14 18.1. 
inhabiters of the Earth , with their Kings, woul.{ drink the 
wine of the fornication of thar abominable Harlo: , thar fit- 
teth upon Peoples, and Multitudes , and Nations and 
Tongues, and by her ſorceries deceiveth all Nations unti: 
they become druak, and altogether uncapable (in that con- 
dirion)coreceive the pure waters Of lie, tendred cothein it; 
the plain way of the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus, | 

This with griet of heart we (ce too viſibleytor the DoArine 
and Traditio:s of Rowe ( whois myſtery Babylon, and {ince 
her Apoſtacy the Mother of Harlots , For the woman which 
thou ſaweſt, is that great City which reigneth over the Kings of a 
the earth) have fo corrupted the earth, and clouded thenm- PTR. 
derſtandings of che ſons of men, rhar the great and moſt 
important trutly of God cannot bee received or be- 
leeved. 

The reaſon why the Nations arc fo generally baguiied 


wipe b 


inthe concernments of their ſo#ts, is becauſe rhe nrowett 
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Sites Greant for ler Diſtreſſed, S +3. 
.” part being carnal ayd unregenerate perſons ; they gr 
| rally wires ro rants Len Fe W > bo 6 
EE] nicd with extetnal porap ory, and therefore the 
Chap.17.4, - &f the Lord teſtifies thar the great Harlot fillerh her a 5piric 
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is ' 
| Rowaifh Church,and her followers, who 
| wake their carnal Ordinances Hide the better recon; 4 
deliver thtih'tothe intiabitants of the carth byluch as are 
honourable amongſt men 1n worldly tics, moft 
magnificemly built and adorned, endowed with Lordly Re- 
venucs, accompanied with Malick and Yoyces, and Pomifi- 
cial Veſtments , yea many Superſtitions ati oOmcs 
meerly carthly and ſenſual '(it nor worle) 'whichwe \lay ſo 
pleaſcth the carthly and unregenerate'man, rt + teady 
co lay, This is the beſt Religion, Which is of molt Wteemin 
the Nations, and accompanied With all carthly. glory and 
delights , alrogether forgetting , tlrat Itralr is the gate, and 
WM —_ of => way yr reps "= en: roche there be'thac 
at. 7.14; nde it, And that which 1s highly eltec among men, 
Luke 16-15 abomination inthe ſight of God. | | Pee" 
And if it had been the minde of the Lord Teſs, thatthe 
Goſpel ſhould bave beenrecommended unto the world, and - 
accompanied with theſcCeremonies andFormalities that are 
prattiled in the worfhip of the Nations , ef'Were uſcd a- 
mongl(t the Fews , iris ycry ſtrange we ſhould nothave one 
word for it inall the Scriptures of. the New. Teftament, 
Neb.3.21526- when Clrriſt was. as faithful over his houſe ,'as Moſes was 
devt.38 3519 yer his 4 and jSto be heard in all things as Moſes hiniſelf 
| commanded ; and there will be little enccuragement to 
 rouch with the Gezt:1s Nations in their ſuperſtitious Cere=. 
wonics, when 1t ſhall be conſidered, that the Rites and Ce- 
rcmonies of the Moſaical law being once the appointments 
of God, did tar excecd in glory what the ſhallow inventions 
ef theRon.;Þ,or any of theNational Churches arc ableto pro» 
duce, ye whoily taken away ; which the Author to the | 
Hebrews notably proves, ſaying . Then verily the firſt Coves . 
want fad alſe Ordinances of Djvine ſervice , aud # worldly 
| Su8- 
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, Meds "4a. os bu Greaw for bir Ditrefſed, TY 

Bury, for there was 4 T abernacle wade, the jarft wherein 

wa Can Meftioh, and the Table , avdthe Shew-bread which 

"called the Sanlluary , and after the ſecond wail the Taber - 

-wacle which i cated toe Holieftof al, They had alſo their 

| High-prick, and offcrings, and innen Ornaments IDS 1.8.5 
tothis Covenanc; butſaith aur Authar, If cher rf _ ay 


belonging 
Covenert Chap. 0.9. 
had been faultleſs,thes no place had been ſonght for the , 
and he raketh away the firſt, that he might eftabliſh ahe 
ſecond. | | | 
And now nnder. the ſecond Covenam which is the Goſpel, - 
the Romiſh Biſbop,or any man on carth, cannot be our High- 
gricit., For wetave ſuch an High-prieft who is fet an tbe right Chap 8.13:, 
dof the Throne of the Majeſhy in the heavens, a Miniſter of | 
the Sanltuary , and of the Tabernacle which the Lord pitcherh, 
and not mun. | 
And under this ſecond Covenant, .God hath not promiſed 
is preſence to any Temple built of wood and (tone, as of 
old, For now the moſt High daclleth wot mm Temples made with Ac y.,s; 
beards, as the ſuperſtitious Clergy would periwade us, but 
where two or three .are .gathered cogerher in the name of 
Chriſt, chere is he in themidtt of them, although ir be ina 
Haulc,by a Rivers fac, on a Moumain, or ina Wilderneſs, - 
fuch licole refpe hath he to place. 
As little reſpeR. hath God to perſons, becauſe of any ho- 
hour or eſteem they may have in the world, either for birth 
er _nataral endowments , .but ſuch as uſually are fooliſh, 
weak and baſe in the cycsotthe world , dorh he makeuſc . . 
_ of inthe work of the Goſpel , thar ſo the lcarned DoGors _ 
os Maſtcrs of Arts may not have wherewithall to [59 


2793 3,29, 


Which deſpiſed way of the Goſpel we well know hbe- 
comes a-great ſtumbling block to the Gentile Nations , as in 
the firſt delivery of it x didunto the Fews, who would not 
recerve the-Lord of lite, nor his Doctrine , becauſe not ac- 
companiesd with that earthly glory which their corrupc 
hearts affeted , and rather would retain that exploded dil- 
penſation of the Law which God had departed from , than 

| hey would receive the glorious Goſpel by thoſe hands the 
wildome of God thought fic R—_—_ it, for whins ob- 
| 3 baacy 


me 


k Thefl, 2.16+ 


fa1z51. 
Mac. 10.1.4" 5. 


Stars Groans for her Diſtreſſed, *4..* 


Tempic and Cicics, the great laughter of their perſons, and 
captivating their poſtcrity as at this day. Let therefore the 
Gentile Nations fear , but more cſpecially this Nation, for 
ſorne ſuch ſpiric ſcems to appear amonglt theſe that would 
retain their empry and dead torms of worſhip, which God 
hath ſhewed his dilplealurc againſt , and have no footing in 
the wholeBook of Godzrather thavchey will reccive the pure 
way otGod;without the mixture of humane Inventions and 


- Traditions. | 


Bur the barcrejeionof Truth , and imbracing of errec 
is not all the evil, that the: Natious generally are ingaged in 
by theClvirch of Rewve,and'her tollowers;but for to cempleat 
and fillupthe meaſure of rheir iniquities , like Nebschad- 
*ezzar, nothing leſs muſt be inflicted on the ſervants of the - 
moſt High God , that cannot bow down to the. golden 
Imace of their Inventions , rhanthe fiery furnace of Perſe- 
cution-many times unto dearh it ſelf, 

And this the pceple of the Lord muſt cndure; it being as 
certain their porcionto be perſecuted, as it isthe praQice of 
the falle Church to perſecute , who build their ſuperſtru- 
tures of Wi.l-worſhip, on no other foundations but Vio- 
lence and Cruelty ; clſe what mean theſe impriſonmenrs, | 
baniſt. ments, wars and maſſacres, which have been made in 
Fayoxe for Religion ; what troubles and deſolations in 
Germ«»y, civil commorions in-Fraxce,crucltes cxerciſed in 
the Netherlands by that Darling of the Romiſh Church, the 
D uke of Alva,& other? what M. [acres 11 Frazce,Picamont, 
and lielard , to carry on the buſineſs of Rejigton, tor the 


farisfa®1on of a blood-rhiiſty and inſatiable Clergy , when 


the Dilcipicsof the Lord Jelrzs were to uſe no « ther vio- 


| Jence 28aitiſt thoſe that rejected them, than to ſhake cheduſ 


trom their teet , which ſhould be a witneſs againlt them ax 
the Tribunal of Jcſus, not Ceſars? yea this Popiſh principe 
ot propagativg Religion by the Sword , hath reached the 
poor American,many hundred thouſands of them having 
beendeiitoved , becauſe they would not be Profelites, no 
other cau'e being ro be given; for it cannot be foppores 

| tbole 


Rinacy, as the Apoſtle Paw! faith , The wrath of God 2"* 
 wpon themio the mitermoſt , cycn to the laying waſte thee 


wa. 


= A | ; wh $1695 Groaus for hey D:iftre fled, 


Ft bole t zmotc and frmple people had fo.much as know. the 
Farid, mach leſs done any injury unto him 5 our own . 


Nation hath aMo telc the rage ofthis tury, both before , and; 
1 the Reign of Queen Adary, and the wile may judge whe- 
ther the Biſbops endeavours to impoſe their Liturgy 4a 
Scotland, with thzir cruelties in England., did notcontribute 
much to our late unhappy troubles. Bur certainly if-the -- 
Romiſh and National Clergy were guided by the Spirit of 
God, the Authority of Scripturez of force of Argument to 
ſupporc their forms of worſhip , they would not thea im- 
pole them by excernal force, when by ſuch proceedings they 
render themſelyes alrogether unlike the Lord Jelus the Prince 
h <1 peace, Who came not todeſtroy mens lives', but to ſave 

them» He 4 
Bur on the contrary it will cvince to all that have their 
es open , how like they are to that woman which is drun- 


ken wh the blood of the Saints, and with the blood of the Rev. 17.6. 


Martyrsof Jeſus in whom will be $ound the blood of Pro- c 
phets, and ot Saints , and of all that were flain on the earth, 


Although as our Lord and; Maſter hath ſorctold , in killing Joh. 16.2. 


others, ſhe may think ſhe doth God ſervice. 

Left therefore thoſe unchriftian principles of perſecution 
for conſcience, which troubleth the world, ſhould rake rooc 
in this Nation y to' the ſtirring up mens mindes to ſhed the 
blood of the innocent , the.guilt whereof is able to ſinke the 
moſt flouriſhing Kingdomes into an. occan of milcry and 
calamity, wehave here toilowing written ſome arguments 
(which we tumbly offer to all mea) to prove, how contrary 
tothe Goſpel of anr Lord Jeſus ,- and good reaſon it is for 
any Magiſtrate by outward force to impaſe any thing in 
the worſhip of God, on the conſciences of thoſe whom 
_ govern , but that liberty ought to be givento all ſuch 
3s difturb not the civil peace , though of diftcrent perſwaſi- 
os in Religous matters. 

Ta which Diſcourſe we neither defire nor deſign, todi- 
miniſh any of that power which God hath given to the 
Lage Majcſty that now Reigneth , whom we own to bc 
chict Magiſtrate and Govycrnour of tbeſe Nations, over all 


perſons as well Eccleſiaſtical as Temporal, and io Fo his 
om- 


|  S:0x8 Grout for ber Diftrefed, — it 
Commands,that denor oppelethe Scripueres of wathollls 
| we yeccld ative obediencc not anty for wrath bur allo "wt? 
| conlcience ſake, and if anything ocherwile ſhall be. requ,s ** 
* - red, we ſhall be paſſtiye, ant utter what may oc inflied 68 
3 ©. 8s for our conlciences; for whar.cvcrhath ocen ſuggctted by 
, sf tank CVD men » yet that Magiliracy and Governm' at is a2 Or- 
| prinedin Cinance of wody hah been frequently aſlcricd in our giſe - 
|  Marob1659. comries and writings, and 1s by us beiceved , as tnily. as the 
|. and ſince re- Apoftlc Paniin the 130t the Keonwars hath : And all 
| pb. that we defire', which is deares to-uvthanour lives , is that 
Maxeſty, our ſpirits and cenfciences may” bee left tree to (erve the 
| Erernal God ', which oughttoibegramed us, (ceing as the 
Rom. i4412 {ame Apoltlc faith in theſe cales.,, #e ſhall every ove of x give 
| ax account of himſelf co God. Burt to our Arguments ,\ihe 
firſt of which ſhall be that which Fome of us made uic ot ito - 
the Kings Majeſty from A1a-a4ffeve, which we have uot yer- 
ſeen we: TG 2113 XC RB 2:77 0 | 
Let ic therefore be confidered , if any MagNArate under 
Heaven in the dayes of the Goſpel, hathpower by our ward 
forceto impoſe arty rhing in the worſhip and ſervice of God = 
| on the conlcience, _—_— himas he1s a Magiftratc only, 
| er 3$ a Chriſtian ſoconfidered, but that n& fuch power is gi- 
; ven by God to any Magiftr 


acc, appears; . 4 SE 
x Becauſeif Magifſtraces as:fuch, have ſuch an Authority, 
then-alff Magiftrates in all Nations havetherfame power; 
then it we lived-in Tw&y,mult we reccivethedichoran, aud 
be worſhippers of Adabemner; if in Spain, be iPapifts, in Zg+ 
land, ormetimes Papiſts as in Hexry the :exghths cayes, 
Proteſtants inJZEdward the faxths , Papiſts:again in Queen 
Aaries, and Proceſtants againan Elizabeth , ane (0 
for ever as the — changes Religion , wee mult 
S "—_ » dix'God- , for nothing is -morcal- 
ud, | | | 
2 Sceing in the dayes of the Gaſpel , the.Lotd Jeſus: 
thar great Prophet, whichas Aroſes taid is ro debcard inal 
Mor 28.9, hit "85s atd as himfalf ref ifiech, Hath all power iwheatienand 
earth given wnto him, Then #& Magiſtrates have pqwet ton 
pole any thing by onward iorce onthe conſcience lit mull = 
commuted wntathem from the Lord Jelutparrne 


i. 6-4 38 Sions Groans for her Diftreſſed. 'y - 
Ste Scriptures of the New Teſtament , or elſe how doth ir | 
+= Fppcar , but the whole ſtream of the New Teſtament Sorip- ct no man 
-tures run ckar in another channel, and there 1s no coleur _——— 
for any ſuch ſuppoſition, as farther appears.  ! 
3 Becauſe the Apoſtles themſelves (that gave forch thoſe cen, 1C or. 4 6. 
- Commands which are written in Scripture to be obcdient | 
-to Magiſtrates) refuſed to be obedient totheir Rulers; when 
they were commanded to torbear , that which chey judged | 
-part of the worſhip of God, and ſaid , Whether it bs right AQ 4.19.26, 
inthe fight of God, to hearken unto you more than nno Gol, 
judge yee, 
4 All the Scriptures of the New Teſtament , that en» 
joyn obedience unto Magiſtrates , were written when the 
Rowan had the Empire of the werld, whoſe Emperours 
were for the moſt part (it not all) heathenith Idolators, tor 
the firſt three hugdred years until Confantmes time, it there- 
fore cannot be ſuppoſed, that any of thole Texts of Scrip- 
ture that call for obedience to Magiſtrates , intend an obe= 
dlenec in matters of faith , for chenthe Chriſtians that lived , _. , 
Under thoſe Emperours, muſt necds have denied Chriſt, and x,/;4 5, apes 
worſhipped the Rowan gods , as ſome Of the Emperours ;.Chay. 
commanded. 
5 If Magiſtrates as ſuch, have power from God 1n the 
dayesof the Goſpel, to command in ſpiritual matters , and 
to puniſh thoſe that obey nor, then muſt Chriſtzans ſurely be 
aQually obedient, not only tor wrath , bur alſo for confct- 
ence ſake , becayſe cle they ſhould reſiſt rhe Ordinance of 
God ; bur if thiswere truc, the way to heayen would be It 
far from being ſtrait and narrow , that any mighe be a Dil- 1,4, ,,,, 
ciple of Chriſt wichour taking up the croſs and toilowing 
him # yea all ſufferings and perſecutions ſhould wholly be 
at an end, and they that undergo them ſhould utterly be 
condemned (for it is not to be ſuppoſcd there could be p:re 
ſccutions, if all the commands of che Magiſtrate in ſpiritual 
cauſes were aRually ro be obeyed) Ir therefore reaſonably 
follows,thac no Magiſtrate as {uch, hath power from. God cog, 
compel in ſpiritual cauſes, but on the contrary far Saints to es wy 
- endureperſecutions and ſufferings rather than a&ually obey, Abt. ' 4.32. - + | 
is abundantly by teedLord — rewar.icd and juſt:f:d, > Tim-2,11.t» | 
| | as 


| Signs Groans for har Diftreſſed, ES oo my x 
as by the Scriptures of che. New Teftam:nt appears. Pull 


zf it be objected, that neither the Magiſtrate is to commarith; ** 
nor the ſubjes aftually to obey any thing but what isac- _ 
cording tO the minde of God. Es CEE 
Ir is anſwered, that all Magiſtrates ſuppoſe what ever 
_ they impole ro beſo; butthe queſtion is, who is to deter- 
mine, for if the Magiftrate, or any other man, or men, haye 
power irom-God. to judge and-derermine what is lawhwl 
tor Mei) to obey, then- no room is left for them ro diſpute 
the lawtuineſs of any of his commands, it being their dury 
roobey whatever is commanded , and ſo as it hath been 
ſaid before ,. the Croſs of Chriſt ceaſes ; bur it eyery one 
ſhall give account for bimſelf to Gad, then it reaſonably fol- 
lows that every man judge for himſelf in matters ſpiritual, 
Joh.24.15; and therefore for the Magiſtrate rocompel,cannot be war- 
rantable þy Scripture or Reaſon, _ {rin © 
Again, that the power to judge anddctermine in ſpiri- 
tual matters, is not ina Magiltratc as ſuch, 'Galis the Rowan 
Deputy of Achais, well underftoodywhen the Jews made in- - 
ſurreAion with one accord againſt Paxl, and brought him 
rothe Judgement ſear, ſaying, This fellow perſwadeth men | 
' toworſhip God comrary tothe Law (which almolt ever ſince 
hath been the great cry by a} ſorts of the National Clergy, 
whoſe turns it hath been tohave. the oo on their 
ſices,again(t all others that bave differed from-them.,) bur 
Gallis (aid, If it were a matter of wrong z or wicked lewaneſs,.. 
- O ye Jews, reaſon would that I ſhould bear with you, but if it be 
agqueftion of words, ard names, and of your Law, look yee to it, 
But in that he for I will be #0 judge of ſuch matters : Aud he drave. thew 
ſuffered S9- 7, om the Judgement ſears Which worthy cxample, if Ma- - 
flhencs to be . 7 oO MP 
b:aten-be 434 giſtrates would be perſwaded to follows by judging and pu>- 
not «ell, it be- Niſhig onely Civil injuries and wrongs, and leaving + 
inga civilin- Spiritual - Dong L> bee decided and ju , and pu- 
yy. niſked by Jeſus Chriſt according to the Goſpel » they 
then would finde themſelves and Governments quickly | 
free from many inconveniences that now they are-involved - 
in, abou deciding Religious Cunroyerſics , with, external | 
force and porrer. £48 
And now that no Magiſtrate , although a Chyjſtian, hath 
| | poy a : 
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bd Sins Groans for her Diftreſſed. 


® Force ro impoſe any thing tn che worſhip of God, is 
allo very cicar. 


1 Becauſe the Lord Jeſus himſelf, would never by any 
outward force compel men tg reccive him or his Do- 
Arine , for when his Diſciples —_—_ chey _ ule 
violence (as under the Law)would have commanded fire 
to come down from heaven (as Elias did) to conſume 
them that would not receive him, Chriſt turned and re- 


the Son of nan is not come to deſtroy mens liver, bat to ſave 
themz and moſt remarkable doth ic appear, that ir is nox 
the intent of the Lord Jeſus , that judgem:ar ſhould be 
executed on thoſe that rejet his words to the panithing 
thera in their bodics and eſtates 1n this lite (as uader rhe 
Law) from his own ſayings, written Fohn 12.47,48, 
which ſpeak thus , If any man hear'my words , aud beleeve 
wot, I jndge him not, for 1 came not taynage the world ,"but to 
ſave the world, ani he that rejeftoth me, and receiveth not my 
words, hath one that —_— him , the word thas I have ſpo- 
ken,the ſame ſhall judge him at the laft dey. And the Apoſtles 
alſo were ſo far from propagating the Goſpel by outward 


Tk 


buked them, ſaying , Te know wot what ſpiric ye arcof , for wy "9 $60008 


violence and force, that all their proceedings were by in- M*10.i4. 


treaty and perſwafion, and in caſe of reſiſtance ro ſhake 
the duſt from their feet as a wirnels againſt their oppo- 


AQ.13.51. 


ſers; nor will it avail toſay, becauſe theMagiſtrate cxer- *5:h< dividing | 


ciſes atthority on civil and temporal things, which the 
Lord Chrift would net , that therefore inſpiritual things 


n 


&c 


they may do the fame ; unleſs ir may be ſuppoſed the Ma- = 


giftrates rightto have ſupremacy over the world to come, 


1n all heavenly and eternal things, becauſe God hath gi- 


ven him power 9ver the world that now is in earthly and 
temporal things, which may be conjeQured upon as good 
Sroimd from wit is written , as.that a Magiſtrate under 
the Goſpel-diſpenſation, hath more power in {piricual 
cauſes, than the Lord Chriſt, orhis Apoſtles would excr- 
Ciſc, eſpecially ſecing there is notthe leaſt warrant for any 
% 
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1Cor.4.12,13(1.01 Miſty ; but as the Apcſtic Pal faith , Being re 


Sjour Groant for her Diftrefſed, & Ow 


ſuch power from Curiit or the Apoſtles , front My ne 


thing that is writren- in the Scriptures: of the New Teltawf#* 
mcut, Arzd tothe Law, azd tothe Teftimony , if they fpeak, 
net ACCording io this word, Jt becauſe there 6 no light iu 
thew, 


2 If any men, as Chriſtians, under heaven have had 
atly ſuch powerin the dayes of the Goſpel, the Apo- 
files and Elders.in the Primitive times muſt needs have 
lad it; but this they utterly diſciaimed, as Pal 1a the 
2 Cor,1.24. Not for that we have Dominion over your faith, 
but are hei; cr: of your joy , for by faith yee fland + Yea the. 
Lord Jeſus when they ſtrove tor Domination forbids it, 
ſaving, Yee know that the Princes of the Geniiler exer- 
Ciſe Dominion over them, and they that are great do ex- 
erciſe Anthority upon them , but it ſhall not bee ſo amongſt 
you; even (o ſaith Peter (peaking to the. Elders, Feed 
the flock of Ged which is amongit ov , taking the over- 
fight thereof mot by conſtraint , but willingly , not for filthy 
[ucre , but of aready minde, neither as being. Loras over 
Gecds Heritage , but being Examples to the flocke * Why 
theretore the Chriſtian Religion ſhould bee built and 
{upported by Violence and Cruelty, when the Founda- 
tion Was laid, and the work carried on all rhe Apolthes 
dayts, and ſome hundreds of years after , .by a quite 
Comrary meanes, is a queſtion would bee retolved by 
thu{ey whole firongelt Argume: ts , for the ſupport of 
their Relizion, is take H/14 JATLOR *- For (uch, 
1; he cifterence between the- way which the Apoſtles . 
and Primitive Saints took jn cariying on the worke of 
the Goſpel . and approving themlclves to bee the Mt- 
niſlers of God , and the way now uled by the. Natie- . 
nal Cicrgy , that nothing 1s more unhike,z .they being, 
Ambzfladours {cr thc Prince of Peace - did in his ftea 
belecch aud pray the Liſoubedicnt ro bee reconciied, to 
Ged . ncver fining up the Nations to ruine , and de- 
ſho) by evterral Vick n cthole that oppoſed then 10 
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g-<.- 4-05 "We bleſs, being perſecuted, wee ſuffer t, being dew 
7 famed , wee intreat , os m0 offence in ary thixg , | 
{amed, but in all things ap- 
proving our ſelves a the Miniſters of God, in much , Cetf.fiom 
| Patience , in Affliftions , in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes, in 3-v.o the 19. 
Stripes , in Impriſonments, in Tumwlts, in Labours, in 
Waichings, in Faſtmgs, by Pureneſs , by Knowledge, by 
Long- ſuffering, by Kmanxeſs , by the Holy Ghoſt, by Love © 


that the CMiniftery bee not 


unfeigned, &6, O yee Rulers of the World, and In- 
babicants of the Earth this was the way the Lord of 
all things , with his. Diſciples: and followers took, to 

lant and-;eftabliſh the DyQrine of. the Golpel in the 
ed andafteQions of the Sons of men, Be yee. nor 
therefore unlike thoſe whom you ſay you follow , 
by impoſing your Do&dtrines and Traditions by the Vio- 


lence of Penal Laws and Edicts,. ro the Impriſoning ,. 


Baniſhing,. and Spoyling the Goods of the Con- 
ſcientious , cauſing them. (as the Saiars of old). to bee 
Delticure , AMi&ed , and Tormenced , although for 
rheir innocency and uptighrneſs, the word is not wor-. 
thy of them, 


3 k 3» very 'plaine that the Lord Jeſus fbimſelte, Mat.1z. 


in his Parable of the Tares, and Wheat, forbids 
any ouward force or violence, to bee excrciſed up- 
on falſe Watſhippers. and . Hereticks as fuci, for by. 
the Tares, - which he iorbids the. pulling up cannot be 
incended the Tranſgreflors of the Secon Table, ſuch 
as Theeves, Maurderers, or any that ſhould doe 
' that Civil injury or wrong uato another z which hee 
would not. have - done u:0o himi.ite , for all con- 
fefſe with 'one conſent, that. the Magittrares An» 
thority reaches ſuch , neither can {bee incaded 
that the children of the. wicked on? in any [2nfe that 
viſibly appzar to- be fo, . theuld bee twicrared in the 
Cinch”, for that deſtroycs the power of Excom- 
munication: Thar which unavoidably theu tolioys , 
is, That although men are Tares, or ihe Chi- 
+ | B 3 drea 
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ſecure them at that day when God ſhall judge the ſc- 
oy crets ® 


Sions Groans for ber Diftrefſed, 


dren of the wicked one , by crring in the worſhip -da 


God , yet ſhould they not bee- plucked up , but tol&*® 
rated in the. Field of the World, untill the: Harveſt 
ſhall come at the end of this World , when the Angels 
who arc to bee the Reapers ( and infallibly can dil 
ſtinguiſh between the Tares and the Whear, which 
no Magiſtrate now can) ball gather the Tares in 
bundles , - and «caſt them into a Furnace of fre ; 
there "ſhall bee wayling., and gnaſhing of teeth, 
Which Scripture-fo enunently concludes for a To- 
leration , that the greateſt Enemics to true Liberty , 
have been at a great loſſe, when they have endea- 
voured to make it ſpeak ſome other thing, as that 


Expoſitor is , whoſlayes, It ſeems to him not to note 


the duty of the Civil Magiſtrate, bur the 


event of 
Gods Frovidence, that 


God would permit the co- 


habitation of the wicked in- the World with the 


juſtz not that Magiſtrates or Miniſters ſhould per- 
mit them , and not by CR or Eccle- 
ſraſtical, remove them out the Church , or the 
World. : 
But it men did not fight againſt Truth, they 
would not ſo eminchtly contradit. their own ſay- 
ings, for who can beleeye that it ſhould bee t 
minde of God, to permit the co-habitation' of the 
wicked in the World with the juſt, as aforeſaid , and 
yet- the Magiftrate ſhould not permit them , bur re- 
move them by Civill puneſhmenmt out of the. World, 
Hath the Magiſtrate power to remove thoſe out of the 
World, that God would have permitted to live, How © 
ſoon may a Magiſtrate , if guided -by ſuch-Doarine, 
brins the blood of the Innocent upon himſelfe and 
Nation > and innocent blood the Lord will not par- 
don, 2 King.24. 4+ It therefore highly concernes all 
Magiſtrates, before they perſecure any for matters of 
Faith or Worſhip, to ſee they have a better warrant 
for ſo doing , than the word of men, which will nor 
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- arts of. men, by Jcſus Chriſt, according to the 
Woſpel, which. will bce found to be the Book thay nononc 
ſhall be opened »- when che dead both ſmall and great O00 
ſhall ſtand before God to be judged by what is written 
therein ». according to their works ; as the Lord Jeſus39mmny 4» 
faith z The Word that { have ſpokes , the (ame ſhall judge e — 
you at the laft day z; and this ishis word, to Let both Tares ygrd of th 
and Wheat £70w together im the. Field of the Warld watil Goſpel comes 


the Harveſt» 


4. It canin-no wiſe be ſafe, for Magiſtrates. in 
the dayes of the Goſpel, toperſecute and deftroy 
thoſe that: are. contrary minded in Religious mat- 
rers, becauſe of their fallibility , and that is the 
very. reaſon why the Lord Jeſus, in_ the fore- 
mentioned Parable, forbids gathering up the Tares, 
leſt the Wheat be rooted up along with them, 
That Magiſtrates may. erre in Spiritual and Re- 
ligious matters , woful experience hath taught 
the world in all ages, the Lord of Life himſelf was 
put to death, for ſuppoſed blaſphemy and wicked- 
neſs, and accuſed for being an enemy unto Ceſar, 
which great miftake was committed through igno- 
rance, as Peter ſaith, And new Brethren , 1 nottha; 37 
through ignorance ye did it , as alſo did your Ralers, 

And at this day;zwhat miſtakes are continued in Ma- 
viſtrates abour Religion, ſome being. Calvinifs as 

mn Holland, and Geneva, more Lutherans , but the tn pwope 
greateſt part Papiſts,and each of theſe condemneth, 
and many times perfecuteththe other for Herefie 
erSuperſtition , unavoydably theref3re it follows, 
that ſome of theſe muſt erre, but we need not go 
tar for the proof of this in one and the fame perſon, 
who receives that at one time for truth , which ac 
ano- 
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norher time naſtbe perſecurcd for error; this appeXk 


notably in'King Hezyy the Eighth » who perſecured the” 


Proteltams to death, and Writes againſt Lather, for 
which the Pope: gives him the Title of Defender of the 
Faith, and yeta while aftcr reccives ſome of Lathers 
Doftrine, and rejets the Supremacy and Amhority of 
the Pope,and ſerves the Papilts as he did the Proteſtants; 
nor Will Magiſtrates be- the more tree irom miſtakes, 
by relying on the Authority of Synods , Popes, orGe- 
neral Councils, becauſe fuch eminent conradifions, 
and oppoſitions have appeared amongſt cach of them, 
that nothing is more uncertain than their conchufions, 


As 7er. Taylor 


W 3; ( - 5 W- * o 
now Pinot tar trom being infallible , that their Decrces baye been 


tia of not only dire&ly oppoſite to plain Texts of Scripture, - 


Proph.S*&.6, and the praftice of the Primkiye Church, bur alſo 

at large proves. againſt each other ; whichappeared firſt in the Council 
| of Conſtantine, the Thirteenth Seſſion, where it was De» 
creed that the Lords Supper ſhould be given but inone 
kinde, when nething 1s more plaine', than that the 
Lord Jcſus -inſtirured ir, the Apoſtle Pas! atter- 
| Mat.26.26,27. wards delivercd it co the Corinths 5 and the Primitive 
1C0:-11.2425 Ghurch reccived k«, with both the Bread , and the 


I for the Council of Trewt z to Decree that the 

Service in the Church fhould be performed in Latine, 

how contrary is it to the Doctrine of Paw/, whoſaidin 

the Church , He had rather ſpeak fve words with under- 

ftexding, that he might teach others, than tex then- 

i Cora4'tg.*" ſand words in an nnkyown Torgue, Soallo bave they 

lowing Picuring of - Goll the Father , the Councel of 

Nice altogether difallowing of u« , and in the great 

. Arran Controverſie , which was no circumſtamial bu- 

fineſs, how many Councils and Conventions, 'were 
both for, and againſt it, | 


As for General Councils » whoſe Authority ts 1a the. 
greateſt eſtimation of the three, it is plain: they are fo 


t=icJaſted one with another , the Council of Trent al- | 


As * 
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L Vs; ligtlateliance can be put on any ſuppoſedinfalibility the 
Sa may have, there having bcen two or three at one time, 
ach rageing againſt che other, with their cenſures and decrees: 


BodedlR the 
Gregory 6. 


and notorious it is, What defcention there was amongſt the F® Att and 


Popes,and Cardinals about Pope Formoſus, who belag WY Bir val Fee 18. 


ſhop of Pextiniake was degraded by Pope Fohs the 
made to take an oath to leada ſecular life al his daies, yet by Po 
Martin that ſucceeded Fohu, was Formoſms releaſed from bis 
Oath, reſtored ro his Biſhoprick, and-afterwards came to be 
Pope,& 1o continued 5, years, making ſeveral Decrees ;but Ste- 
phe the 6rh.coming to the Popedome, abrogates the decrees of 
Formoſus, takes up his body,cuts off two of his fingers, throws 
them into the river Tber,& then buries him in a laymans Sepul- 
chre:Next to Stephen, ſueceeded Remwanuw,who on theotherhand 
repeals the Acts and Decreesof his Predecefſor Stephen againſt 
Fermoſms, & Pope Fohn the 10rh.ina Synode atRavena,ratifies 
all the decrees. and doings of . Forwo/ws, yet after all this,comes 
Pope Sergins, digs up again F ormoſus, cuts off his Head, and 3 
more of his ſingers,and throws his body into T ber, likewiſe de- 
poſed all ſachas had been conſecrated by him; Al which Schiſmes 
and diſcenſions, makes it plainto the World, that there is no- 
ching of infallibility in the Popes. 

And for National Conventions and Synods, they are ſo far 


from any ſhew of infallibilicy, that the ſame complexion and 


temperthe Nation is of wherein they are called, and have their 
promotions,you ſhall be ſure to find them of, becauſe they have 
cheir ——_— on the Authority that calls them together, 
Sothat although the laſt National Synod in this Nation,would 
have eſtabliſhed Presbytery, becauſe that then was moſt like to 
take, yet it is very queſtionable, ifnow a Convention be called, 
whether it will be much talked of amongſt them. 
Then this muſt be'conclrided from all,that ſeeing Magiſtrates 
themſelves General Councils, Popes, or National Synods may 
erre, in judging and determining the moſt weighty Controver- 
ies in Religion, there can therefore be no ſecurity for a Ma- 
giftrate that he doth well, in perſecuting or putting to Death 
the contrary minded,jn religious matters, ſeeing thorow miſtake 
he may as ſoon perſecute, or put to death, the true followers of 
the Lord Jeſus,or anyother; I much ſooner, be- 
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upon this account peiſzcuied, when the greateſt part of men be. 
' ingunregenerate,and have no other Spitit in them, but what is. 


| Sions Groans for her Diſtreſſed. ©," moggus. 
cauſe they in conſcience towards God,cannot receiveths "IPOS" 4.7 Þ 
tions and traditions of men, in the Worſhip of God! but wa" 
bea witneſs for the eternal God againſt them,for which chey a 
accounted (as the Saints of 0!d) peſtilent fellows,movers of ſe- 
dition,turners of the World upſide downgencmics to Ce/ar,and 


of this World ; thcre is therefore no reaſon why the :World 
ſhou'd petſecure and hate his own. | 
Fitthly, For Magiſtrates to inflit temporal puniſhinen!s ug- 
on any of their SubjeRs, for not conforming to their decrees, 
that enjoyn any Spititaal Worſhip or Service, is undoubtedly a 
breach of that Royal Law , which ſayes, That whatſoever ye 
would that men fhould do to you, do you even ſo to them, for 
this is the Law and rhe Prophets; and is'a fure and ſtandivg rule, | 
by «hich ail men, if they would deal ingenicufly by them(clyes, | 
might meaſure the juſtice of their proceedings towards others, 
for who, -that was nota deſperate enemy to himſelf, would put 
out another mans eye, if he were ſgre his own ſhould be pur out 
as ſoon as he had done,as be was to be ſerved bythe? ndicgul Law, 
neither would thoſe that are forward to perſecute, bevery zea- 
lous intheir p;oceedirige, if they were ſare, that thoſe whum 
they perſecute, ſhould have power on theirſides, to meetthe 
ſame meaſure un:o them;and this is worthy of obſervation, thit 
this rule of doing as we wou:d be done unto, can bereccived, 
and pleaded by all forts of men, -whillt they are under affl.ica 
and perfecution, but who remembers it, when they have power 
to atflit and perſ.cute others: the Papilts themſclves, whenout 
of power in this and vther Nations,can plead againſt perlecuti- 
on for their conſcience,as they did in the Reign of Queen Zi 
zabeth,procu:ing the Lectcrs of the&Emperouy, and other Prir- 
ces.to interce:defor ſoume places to be allowed, where they may 
worſhip by themſelves , bur in this they cefired more than 
themſeives would allow to o hers, when in power, 10 mary cf 
the Proreſtants, whete the Magittrate is different from chemin 
Religion, can be very well pleafed with a tollcrattorand: Hare 


w.G. inthe year 1581. ſpeaking of the Kingdom of Chrilt 
ſaith it is not governed at all by any. force or power, bur by 


outward Preaching alone, that is, by the Goſpel ; why thereſore 
| | . canno 
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Fa hnotthe Proteſtants, who would ſcem to have an honouradle 
Eftcem of this man,be of the ſame Spirit, and the Papiſtsbe as 
much for Liderty in proſperity,as inadverſity, ſceivs the Lord 
Jeſus hath nor directed ar onetime to theuſe of force and vis- 
lence,in the work of the Goſpel, andat another time, if theci- 
vil ſword be not to be procured, then to ule arguments and per- 
{wations; no, At alltimes the rule which his Diſciples muſt rake 
notice of, ſayes,whartſoever ye would that men ſhould dotoyou, 
do you even io tO chem, for with what meaſure ye meer, it ſhal! 24g, . 1,2, 
bemeaſured to you again. | 
And becauſe myſtery & aby/on,hathnot reg:rled thee ſayings 
bur exerci{cth all manner of ccuelties, and deaths u9en ſuch as 
canno!, believe as ſhe believes and practiſes, therefore God will 
| find out a way to retaliate upon her,a!l the blood of his ſervants, 
| and in the coup which ſhe hath filled, ſha'l it be filled ro her dou- 
ble; how: much ſhe hath glorified her ſelf, andlived d:licioully, a, .. 61 ay. 
ſo much torment and ſorrow give her;or ſhe ſaith in her heart, 2-4.18.6,7,8, 
I fit a Queen, and am no widdow , and ſhi]bſce no ſorrow. 9. 
| Therefore (hill her plagues come in one day, Death and 
Mourning, ans Famine,and ſhe ſha]! be utterly burnt with fire, 
for ſtrong is the Lord God w!io judgeth Her, and the Kivgs of 
the earth, who have committed fornication, and lieddeliciouſly 
With her, ſhall bewail and lament for her, and her Merchants, 
which are the greatmen of the earth, who Traffique with her 
19 things coſtly, delicate and of eſteemia the World,. and in- yerf, x1, 2x 
{lives the ſoulsof men, or ( as by the margent ir may be read) 
dodies and ſouls of inen cheſealſo ſhall mourn over her, for no verl. 1g. 
man buyeth their Merchindizc any more, and thus the fierce- 
neſsof Gods wrath will over take her,to the ſinking of ber like 
a Milſtone into the bortome of chez Sea, becauſe the great weighe 
of innocent blood lyeth upon her, for in her wilt be found the 
blood of Prophets and of Saints,and all that were ſlain upon the 
earth; he that therefore would no! partake With her in any of 
her plagues,let him flee from her,and partake not with here in a- 
ny of her ſins (one of the preatett,be'rs the perſecution of men ya, 4, 
| for keeping # good conſcience )' for except the great God 
ſhould cenſe to be what he is, if men repent not of their deeds, 
there will be as cercainly puniſhment, as there is fin, andit ſhall 


not be the arm of fleſh, that wil be able to ſupport this trumpet, 
| | "8 Ti although 
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ther ſhall the wiſdomeand prudence of great ates men be ab 
co. keep of her judgements, for if men ſhould ceaſe to do any 
thing againſt her , yet God will make the very Elements to 
fight againſt her, and will contend with her, by famige, and 
Peſtilence, yea and Swordto, although ſhe fearesit not; for 
God will ſtire up the 10. Kings to do his will upen her , and 
by his great works , & judgements,that he will manifeſt in the 
Earth, will he gain himſelfa name,and great honour and glory 
evenſo Amen. ET 3s | 
As it is no waies lawful from the word of God, for Chriſtian 
Magiſtratesin the daics of the Goſpell, to deſtroy, and root our 
the contrary mindedia.religious matters(alchough Idolaters, ) 
ſo ſuch proceedings may ſomtimes prove inconſiſtent, with the 
very being of Nations,for ſuppoſe any Nation were wholly 
Heatheniſh idolators, and the word of God comingin amongſt 
them, ſhould convert, the cheife Magiſtrate, and onetwenti- 
eth part of the Nation more, muſt he then with that twenti. 
eth part,deftroy all the other nineteen, if they will not be con. 
verted, but continue in their Heatheniſh Jdolarry? itcanner 
peſtibly be fupoſed to be warrantable - and this reaſon holds 
good likewiſe againſt the rooting up and deſtroying Heri- 
ticks, out of the world, becauſe ifthe Church procecdsagainit 
any of her members to. Excomunication, the Churches deport- 
ment towards him ſo cait out, isto bethe ſame as towardsa 
Heathen, ſo ſaich Chriſt himſelf, If he negle& to hear the 
Church, let' him be unto thee as an Heathen man, anda Publi- 
can, who for the aforeſaid reaſon is not to be deſtroyed becauſe 
he is ſo : and moreover ſecing the Lord who is aboundantly 
Mercifall, many times give repentance not only ro the unbe- 
leeving Idolater, bur alſo to the excomunicated perſon, he 
therefore that deſtroyes the body of ſuch a one, dothas much 
as in him lyeth deſtroy his ſoul alſo, for the Lord you ſe 
brings into his vineyard, ſomeat the third hour, ſome atthe 
-Fixth, ſome atthe ninth, andothers at the eleventh - hethere- 
fore that ſhall deſtroy any at the third, or fixth hour of thelife, 


'hinders his converſion that poſliblely may be called at the 


ninth, or eleventh hour, And ſo may becharged with bringing 


although many Kingdomes ſhould ingage in ber quarrel, or 
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8 051e7. But whereas the Example of the Kings of 1/r4e/ and 


F*Jds, is made the greateſt Pillar to ſupport the Magiſtrates 


proceedihgs under the Goſpel, in perſecuting, and puniſhing, 
the contrary minded in religious matters, or ſuch as ſhall 
judged guilty of Blaſphemy, or Idolatry , therefore the ſecond 
Cannon of the Exglifb Church, tells us, Whoſoever ſhall af- 
firme, that rhe Kings Majefty hath not the ſame Authority in 
cauſes Eccleſiafticall , that the godly Kings had ar, en 
7ews, ſhall be Excomunicated : butif Magiſtrates would deferre 
perſecuting any man for religion, untill the Clergy had proved 
this unto them, it would be happy for the moſt Conſciencious 
under them, and themſelves too. 

Anſw. But in anſwer , we deny not, but the Kings of the 
7ews had power to puniſh Idolatours, and Blaſphemers, and 
fome other tranſgreſſors of the then Law. of God , which 
power was given them of God, and written in plain precepts, 
in the Zoſaical Law, but who tells them that Magiſtrates un- 
der the Goſpel Diſpenſation, hath ſuch power ? hath the Lord 
Jeſus ſaid any ſach thing ? or if he have where is it written?nay 
where is it written from the begmning of Geneſi-,tothe end of 
the Revelations, that Magiſtrates under the Goſpel, ſhould 
have the ſame power in Religions cauſes, as thofe under the 
Law? If the judiciall Law be a rule, for Magiſtrates under the 
Goſpel to walk by, then why muſt it be mangled in peeces, and 
jaſt ſo much taken of it as ſuites their intereſt, andall rhe reſt 
rejeRted? Is it left to Magiſtrates now, or was itever left to the 
Jewiſh Kings, to take what part ofit they pleaſe to be a rule ts 
them, and reje& all the reſt, andit is eminently remarkable, 
how thisjplea is by the Clergy themſelves that moſt contend for - 
Kt, made together invalid, for by it they will ſticre up the Civill 
Magiſtrate, to puniſh thoſe that diſſents from them about the 
DoQrine and worſhip, under che notion of Blaſphemers or 
Hereticks, and againſt ſuch this Law muſt be held Authentick, 
but he thatſmicech or curſeth his Father , ot Mother, or 
ſtealech a man, or him that committeth Adultery, or breaketh 


the Sabboth, who were all ofthem ſure co be put todeath by 


the ſame judiciall Law, yetin theſe caſes they will not tell the 
Magiſtrate it is any rule, but is toberejeRted, becauſe here 


_ 
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they are-more jcalous of, then any of the aforementioned 
fenders. | | ET = 

Bur beſides, it is obſervable, that the Kings of the Zews, all 
the tire they kept co the Law of God, had advantaces to give 

Righteous Judgement in Spiritua] Cuſcs, (which Magiſtrates 

under the Goſpel have not ) for they hid thar ltancing Oracle 
of God amonegſt chem, the U-im and Thumum, together with - 
extraordinary Prophets, which in 1] difficult Caſes hey hag 

recourſe unto, and would infalliably dire chem, to juupe ac. 

cording to the Mind.of God, bu: when thi © Kings became 

wicked; and lolt che denefitof the aboveſaid Oracle, and ea 
traordinary Prophets,then! although they had the written Law 

amongft them ) did chey run headlong into groſſe miſtakes, 

thit the True Prophets of che Lord were fure to be. perſecuted, 

and thoſe P:cphets which would propheſie ſmooth things unto 

them, were cheriſh .d, al:hvugh many r\mes by hea-kening 
untothem, they lult ebzir Kinzd' mes, Lives, and it isto be 

' feared, Soulsandall ; Haw groſly did 444b miſtake, when he 

iKings 18.17 accounted E/tjah the troublcr.ot Iſrael, and. cauſcd poor 
Ai aiah to be tmprifoned , and fed with bread and water of - 

Chap. 226.17, afiiction, becauſe he would not helpto deceive him, at his* 400. 

* 450 Falſe me ſerving Prophets had don: : So feremas ..'s accuſed ſor 
Prophers.muſt ſeeking rhe hurt of his Nation, and nor the welfare, and muſt 
eat bread at be putin amicry D :ngeon, tecauſe he in plainneſs delivered 
Fezebe!r ribley the Mind of th: Lord tothe K ng, bis Princes and Pcoplehow 


ron ogy therefore can the Gentile Rule:s.s(ſure themſelves, they do any 
bread ang DÞetter then theſe Rulers did, if they (hill perſecute the cor- 
water of affli&. trary minded 'n Religious matters, { cing they have neither an 
Fer. 8.4.56. infalliable Oracle to inquire ar ' nor extraordinary Propher,nor 
p* w _ been ye: ſuch written precepts, as he few under the Aoſaical Liw * 
_ ROWEC9Y* had. char did not onely diteR them what « f-nders ſhould be pu- 
- niſh:id, bur alſo what che particular puniſhment to every ſeveral 
offence ſhould be. 

Furthermore, it is very plain, that the Goſpel which wellive 
under, is clear anvther Diſpenſation, far different inall itsOt- 
dinances , - and Adminiſtration from the Law ; under which: 
the Lord Jeſus is the only Law- giver, Who doth not (as Moſes) 

proceed againſt the I'ranſgreſſors of his Preceprs, by Excernal 
force and power, tothe deftroying them in their Bolin 
=” | at 
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np they ſhould periſh, but rather that they ſhould repent 4# 


Goſpel, his puniſhment is eternal in the world ro come z there- 
fore.as the Apoſtle Pau! ſaith, Judge nothing before the time, 
until the Lord come, who will bring to light hidden things of 
darkneſſe, and will make manifeſt the Councels ef the Hearts, 
and then ſhall every man have praiſe of God; the ſame Apoflile 
reſtifieth of himſelf, that he was a Blaſphemer and Perſeciitor, 
1Tim.1.13. andif the Mind of God had been, that he ſhould 
have ſiffered death inthar Condition, how ſhould he have had . 
repentance given him,and been ſuch a glorious Inſtrument in the 
Church, as afterwards he was. 

And it isroo well known , that the ew: are the great Blaſ- 
phemers againſt our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thar is on Earch, yer it 
is not the mind of the Lord, they ſhoa!ld be defiroyed from the 
face of the earth, for how then ſhould the Scriptures be fulfilled, 
wherein God hath promiſed to.call then), and make them the 
moſt Glorious Nation on earth? or how can they be converted , 
if chey be not permitted Where. the Goſpel is preached?we ſpeak 
not this in favour of any Blaſphemy,for our Souls abhor it,but 
becauſe all men that have Powers in their hands,- might beas 
render of ty Livesof Men, as the moſt Righrequs and Holy 
God is, nho would have men be imitators of himſe!f,in mercy 
and goodrefle towards others, and he maketh his Sun to riſe on 
the evil, and on the good, ard ſendeth rain on the juſt and un- 
,- 

If irſhall till be 0bjeRed,that it is inconſiftent with the ſafety 
and well being of any Nations, to allow or To!lerate any more 
waies of worſhip then one: we anſwer,experiencehath taught the 
contrary,to (vera! Countries of Exrope,as Fra:ceard the uni- 
ted Provinces, and ſeveral Countries of Germany, befides thoſe 
that ſay they are the Servants of God, ſhould conclude that to 


. be moſtfor the ſafety and well being of their Countries, Which is 


moſt agreeable to his heavenly will, declared in his Word:it was 


_ the ruine of 7eroboam:, & almoſt 3)l the Kings of 1/rae/ that ſuc- 


ceeded him, that they would rather Ac by corrupt Principles 


_ of State-Policy, than byrhe Word which God had ſpoken; 


and although God had rent 10 Tribes from Rehoboam, and giv - 
SE en 


"-inthis life, but in long ſufferings waits on men, not  Theſat.g, >. 
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_enthemto him, yet he wanted faith to believe hig "new King»; 6 
dom could any waies be ſecured to him,or kept from going bac" lit 
£0 the Linage of Dat1i4, unleſs he deviſed ſome new way dd 
Worſhip, to keep the People in their own Land, and for his fo 
doing, he thought he had much reaſon of State; for what Pringe 
now will conclude it 600d Pollicy, to permit bis Peopletogo 
up yearly into his Enemies catef Crty to worilip, bur will con. 
clude it $0 be a notable way to alicrate the aff:Ctions of his Suh- 
: jets from him, to his great prejuciceand decriment : thus Perg- 
1 King (2-16. , reaſons as by his words appears, ( i3ke chem at length) 
l/s And 7ereboam ſaid in his heart, Now ſhall the Kingdomreturn 
'ro the houſe of Dav:4, if this people £0 up to do Sacrifice in 
the houſe ofthe Lord at Fera/avem, chen 1nall che hea; r of this 
Peopleturn again unto their Lord, ever! unto Rehob 1am King of 
?ada, and they ſhall kill me, wherewron the K.ng took Coune 
cel},and made twoCalves of Gold, and laid to. him, (tis 0 much 
for you to go up to fer»/alem, behold chy Gud Oh [fra 
which brought thee out ofthe Land of Egypt ? which Pollicy of 
his procured this Event, which God denounced againft him, ſay» - 
1 Kings14.10- ing, will bring evil upon the houſe of fersb0am, and willcut 
6. off from 7eroheam, him that piffeth againſt the wall, and him 
that is ſhut up, and l=ft in 1/rae/, and will take away the Rem- 
nant of the houſe of 7eroboaw, asa man taketh away dung til 
ir be all pone. And for the fin wherein he made 1/-ae/ to fin, is 
heBranded to all poſterity, but on the other hand had he permit- 
ted the people to go up to ferwſalem to worſhip, and keep the 
| appointments of God though ſeemingly againit his preſentin- 
6:48.12.38,* treit, then had the Promiſe of God 'been made good unto him, 
which che Prophet A-:;44 declared long betore he cametothe ' 
Kingdome,Saying, And it ſhall be ( if chou wilt harken untoall - 
that I command thee; and wilt walk in my waies,and dothatis 
right in my ſight) to keep my ftatures and commandements, as 
Davidmy ſervant did,that | will be with chee and build thea fare, 
houſe,as I built for David,and will give 7/yael unto thee, Which 
things were written for the example of ſuch as ſhould come#- 
ter, be wiſe now therefore O ye Kings, be inſtructed ye Judges 
| of the earth, ſerve the Lord with fear, and rejoyce with Trem- 
'P/ai 1:10.18, bling, K+/s the Son leaſt he be angry,and ye periſh from the 34), 
4 Þ, when his wrath u kindled but 4 little, Bleſſed are alltht) that 
put their troft in him, We 


